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PFT COVID Update 7-13-22: BA.5 Variant Emerges - Booster Now or Later -
Sobering Statistics - Links

BA.5 Variant Emerges As Current Dominant Strain of COVID-19.

Covid-19 Omicron variant BA.5 now accounts for approximately 65% of all new cases in the
United States, according to a recent article from NPR. Cases are on the rise nationwide, as are
reinfections and hospitalizations.

This variant is extremely communicable — likely the most we’ve seen to date — however with a
population approaching 80 percent with at least one dose of vaccine and 68 percent fully
vaccinated, our general reaction has been better on the whole.

While people are again contracting Covid-19 in increased numbers (including a sizable number
of reinfections), less people are suffering the full brunt of the virus on account of a stronger
overall immuno-response across our total population. The unvaccinated remain at a higher risk
for hospitalization and severe consequences.   

Click here to read the full NPR Article.

Click here to see the CDC’s “Monitoring Variant Proportions" tab that updates in real
time..

The variants that are emerging now are not more deadly, however they are becoming more
“immuno-evasive” — learning to navigate around the protection provided by previous infection,
vaccination or both.  

Keeping up to date with scheduled boosters, as well as using common sense mitigation,
masking and distancing when in crowded, indoor environments or around at-risk populations are
still proactive steps you can take to reduce your risk of contracting or spreading COVID-19.

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGGfxAsuO6d0fvOFu5n02IwuYbQapTOetRKEwm8_qR22pq72nFrBAdOTiVvgb-ejECWN7DisrLPjmjYSXNzuHMi7kOjl1AxCLi96hkQRSVYmyn1J3Q3PM7d5Fg419xdrIHc9ztAG2dzE_l5JidOk0InzPPTZ2EsRme0W3G2BbW_TeFHxblXlBxFZQ3wvgRbmaq8WklxKjpdtNDpgCaIglm8GxbIgjlkShqiLKwY-XSLarj7AEgokbvUugEZsC1X1rApJedspweZcmltf8oI295IftgySJ-tc_dW-dZaWf_fFgBwXaup7Hn8cCSMXt7pEa2sqd5j1n6aN1vdW6sU39GgoCPiFscWh9CTwanXr-2Jtl3Oa1sSTRSl0vEWGLRe75-NqR7j6o-icVi1iWyi3nuFHLv5eg069LhV9Q6q9sHIyZMatpKGt74jo5JIaeyfa_LTIK3YbA4-pbZ8x0rcBW2Tc3CzGVuW14BvPhaJqKBvc/3np/_wrRgLchR62C5QfLIfsYAQ/h0/_3uLKkiQ07hYRre-RRWz--OVWoGBa3K4i48JL-fKoWs
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/Mqag7sW8TIW-nixyBdulQr28OwYPTUcGtthDiNRXy0ovnAHLKbRqU-6X6DIiD1a6c_bwOYyzWuy3zl_y2G1w4IQhwhaq1D-OfqKUCi8m0jG6jOKh77ikW2hpYaLc2JQ-6ZS682Z_ZFexBu5vlNzUTgT7vRcoQauA-DJT00CzdW95lPuXiHYmVJKcWhu0J_xfLRUrUpPB8-1owpIj_cf7BFwgguFx9DFlz_4caUlNfe9g2ewrLNSORBH6olRIHbtHgh9ANELr8oSJBUisOKEne8uA0UZyMQr3wT0fHJDtYWvWZpw0SYfjWDP8bJMc2FqTyOBxh7nmUAfG3dSYFGx8bcjrU2wJngJrC7QjR-Nr2gW8jZoa8LSlFh7kjkeS1pfHvu_0Ok9_uExGMGirvla2xLRgkG9t6Ow1_xVxj4Zx9KdKDq9nVgxSZCv_nUz7HVVJ7bbs6PcTEUxfd2eQNsoaUX7W-xfS-AQS6ViktbHOKqMfYJbM-cM2_VW7B2kDZh2i/3np/_wrRgLchR62C5QfLIfsYAQ/h1/MwJWsXj-x8YMLV7tO9XCS9lZxX0NZi2epucc9UEnU3U
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To Booster Or Not To Booster: That Is The Question.

While vaccine makers push forward toward creating updated vaccinations that include specific
responsiveness to emerging Omicron variants (called “bivalent shots" that combine original
vaccine with Omicron protection), there’s still work to be done in increasing the number of people
who choose a first or even second booster shot.

The question is — should you seek out your scheduled booster now, or try to “wait it out” for
Omicron-specific boosters targeted for availability in the fall 

The answer is no — don’t wait. If you are eligible for one of the boosters now (or soon), then
get one now — and anticipate POTENTIALLY needing another booster in the late fall or early
winter.

Click here for another NPR article that explains this in greater detail — the bottom line is,
we are currently lagging in our nationwide push for booster shots.

“Only about half of vaccinated Americans have gotten a single booster. And while a
second booster that's recommended for people 50 and older again restores
protection, only a quarter of those eligible have gotten one.” -- NPR

Sobering Statistics And Their Ramifications.

In an 18-month period between 2020 and 2021, one out of every eight deaths in the United
States was a COVID related death.

It’s the kind of statistic you read and have trouble conceptualizing — however the statistics are
only part of the story.

Check out this Pittsburgh Courier story for a look beyond the numbers to how COVID
death leaves a uniquely distinctive mark on grieving families — particularly within the specific
populations that have been affected most by the virus. 

Information Links That Bear Repeating:

Below please find additional links providing helpful information you can bookmark and count on
as the COVID-19 situation changes and evolves.

AFT/AFTPA Coronavirus Resources & Updates for Members 
Find a Vaccine Provider Near You 
AFT/PFT Employee Assistance Program (EAP)  
--  A Negotiated, Free Benefit to Members 
  Click for EAP Information Flyer (includes login info)     
  Click for Life Skills Solutions Website (login upper right) 
AFT Share My Lesson Stress Management Resources (searchable) 
Download the PA COVID-Alert Tracking App 
National Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Coronavirus Resources 
CDC Data Tracking Page 
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CDC Vaccine Information Landing Page 
PPS Coronavirus Resources and Links  
PA Department of Health Coronavirus Resources 
PA-Specific Resources from Senator Casey 
Student Debt Relief Resources 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Rumor Control 
Coronavirus Testing Locations (view interactive map mid page)

** PFT Coronavirus Updates Released Periodically As Needed ** 
Missed an update or message? View our archive of COVID-19 Updates here.

Please keep in touch—keep sharing your ideas, your questions and your concerns. 

In solidarity— 
Dan Evans 
PFT Communications Director 
Click to comment via email.

.
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