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PFT COVID Update 2-9-22: Boosters - Mask Mandates - Randi Weighs In - Links

CORONAV"IRUS

Updates

Dear Dan:

The Importance of Booster Shots & What’s Being Lost In Translation.

From a caseload perspective, the Omicron surge is reaching a plateau or diminishing in multiple
states across the nation (and equally important, in most geographical regions), and while this is a
cause for cautious optimism, it's important to remember that we’re not out of the pandemic
woods.

Not when America is still averaging nearly 2,500 deaths per day due to Covid-related
complications; and not with our nation now beyond the nearly unimaginable mark of 900,000
American deaths due to Coronavirus.

If there’s an emerging, repeated theme—it is that the challenge that remains does so largely in
the cohort of Americans who have yet to be fully vaccinated (if at all), or fully boosted.

As you will see in the first article in the February 7th NY Times newsletter seen here, there is
an emerging subset of people of all ages and stripes who are ignoring or downplaying the need
for booster shots when eligible. And ignoring them despite strong evidence that boosters are
helping to spare lives and prevent more severe illnesses

There’s no one reason people are ignoring or delaying booster shots—but sadly, those reasons
have had a negative affect on both our caseload and our death rate.

That the reasons themselves vary, and are not political in nature, makes the Times Newsletter
particularly interesting.

Mask Mandates: The Beginning of The End?

A pressing national question seems to be not “if” mask mandates are coming to an end, but
rather, “when?”
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One thing for certain is that mask mandates will not be uniformly or simultaneously lifted or
enforced nationwide. That's why it is important to be aware of transmission rates and case
counts in your own particular geographic area. (In this effort, the PA Department of Health
Coronavirus Dashboard is your friend!)

The discussion about lifting mask mandates remains contentious, with many experts citing a lag
in vaccination rates among the school-age population as a reason to not prematurely end
mandates.

“Currently, 22.6% of Americans ages 5 to 11 and 56.4% of those ages 12 to 17 are
fully vaccinated against COVID-19.” -- ABC News/CDC

A recent ABC News story takes a closer look at the issue—click here to view/read.

AFT President Randi Weingarten Urges Science Based Masking Decisions.

The AFT President took to the airwaves this week and demonstrated again how far ahead the
AFT has been on encouraging science-based decision-making throughout the entirety of the
pandemic.

Randi’s Mask Factors ....

1. Number of people vaccinated

2. Community spread

3. Spread in schools

4. Hospitalization rates

5. Adequate ventilation & mitigation in place

The media below says more than we ever could—take a moment to read (and see) Randi in
action as she calls on the CDC for updated mask guidance, and more.

NBC news article and interview

Twitter/Interview with NBC"s Zerlina Maxwell

Information Links That Bear Repeating:

Below please find additional links providing helpful information you can bookmark and count on
as the COVID-19 situation changes and evolves.

AFT/AFTPA Coronavirus Resources & Updates for Members
Find a Vaccine Provider Near You
AFT/PFT Employee Assistance Program (EAP)
-- A Negotiated, Free Benefit to Members
Click for EAP Information Flyer (includes login info)
Click for Life Skills Solutions Website (login upper right)
AFT Share My Lesson Stress Management Resources (searchable)
Download the PA COVID-Alert Tracking App
National Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Coronavirus Resources

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkADhjZWEXMTRLTE3ODEtNDk1MS04MjlIkLWMSZmZhMzg2NjExY QAQALWh6d6aYkhOt3LKI31B540%3D 2/3


https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDPYQnlqKZRPyylZbz1-fUOA-A0riscZ3ouRHrpCaTmiW8PVfuuCG2aIQxyNNRakOs1IMe0YWOFkLznDiR2ua21_bwb7Uigy9oZYoW54h_tBN2RyG8f0Y-FBi43NdJwMMP2Yn6D-iusTmfNBQO7TJ6UYexOk0ntbHHLG81MuYbI6po0szXn4uruUC6jf8OjKK5_KH6HoP3zeIE5dmee9WiejAJzduA7y_C4bbuEWPi8WlI970rgjaR7xBRnkILlCMblTKMSmimeNinsEfvuZwiV1i0MD5a3oPFbGL5BLNRlWxpDcz9SCjZREZgNvDgw2ZzUv4KI-dAuq1uRhmh_FbA1-duTJB9Wt4iph06uJrlfMrC43nsTa8-KEXVBMwEP13FNO0yiLkHzW6gXNBOj3cIfdDImQgBXsPSdMWkYUl5eaJ/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h2/66-r4BFOzyomRLJCnBNOVxyrepbbP667FpMbV-YKN4M
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXWYQcq8AIQzOz9sfxn5c-ijItDwJ-fi52JQtxfX5i24fMAAtvRnrVblYK1_T18MzJZ1VKIRN7eeRRmQGV9ZIu1Eetz19CJ1IUuJj-H6JDqBrRQF4tVoVlDrEokBTxXJYOHxYyvnmibjBlBgHU9zhDIwGplB3i278bAJbYviyDKWoLGXMw3YiIt56K1GU5Ifo3rvjGZGWHpNCdiTXaSQ52YqEWZTFkivbrPMIB7NiVd0STEIanXAfM-wN2Zzy_tOY7h9WyjsucqRnKZXgUNwEKX-iBVb2Rzz1mh4UezZo2ocfmfO4Kglz-amaQ-pXXFrWaW7SOwdxBSMOKWzb_BGQx6YaAfjw74edWFVSBmDRI8KyqsDx28bhGTMb8K_8laEtGlhQ10hqNLcwI31eazQAWMBT84V_T3x_0H68HgmgpiscOpnhEL37UBxspxzvv8D6oA/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h3/o6FMnyqikxmdoeB_jsmX3Orv7gxEilSogWkcX1Db2eE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDEvBrroImTsrPwD3k3T4tQ4-GUNW-7gf7T1AQth25kwiVPS7yDmJFVl4Er75eBWAUABvcMWSO8asPV_ZGNqNwCEEMX9ggkF8olhyZee5xy8gEanbcj1d1LyscqQ6_uz25RWUSZj_6gXArE80knTDDpkV_BqephbEvyudQLlkF7-4eTTFh78NQoo44sBZjtylEUOGdu945ZyxZqvPAEmu9v6T2AlF1hh93eYFwKlFKaUrGMFprYAvFrHDAlBKZ-WniPAftCU6ESvrwA4oxK1w4IEPlzM35i28Q81cVFCvWi8mKlQbZ5XvFuYs44UTJwiv-ExKs7D7bVVN7wlq2uluk9hnIDUshT7KFrNWLBDZX0KUwyrmgvAjn3ct9b-EfrFb6GR6wSTe9-koL7AkXsXkuKGhYgOf5y516k1CBsbONV_oPik4u62d3kIH0xGsaaKluclrqXgsfiK-hBK0wxEN4mY/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h4/k5wHjgoohoRvu_srMbQRtG-a0QGGDew9Q3NIm4OEfFk
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/dSCQfi9FLISmU3ZE3bfPhgDFlXUFwV6COQotnuwpoLRTmSKZwf2ospiywBycOrRrhPONZbJZzWMP1MQRhXY5iKMAfrKWmillDQQ_WWoEVw6oMn54xqdJz5T7eisAih29g3vWqTg1Ujxv42T1Tde3v1oYy9KW-vYBrMuZyP-e3_cJHAVoVd7b0pboMdzLOVQsi0j86fx7AUZcGGuiQJWbjtOs414qKzBFEOCH_2MPJmoePfz9ve9EcIukmZWU53l7S2uOXVlh3XFX3MQscxigwUsCOM1iEmCz_OTerXgD4ugEOVvYD1STeBl1wNCaSMrSNwDIJSie3EpSxS6N6BRnVJgWW-ucS4sKgtsB21KLZwxUNX6GH7ADQa7OTlB4d91341WFGbkfoqhoTIIoDmchzM0bj8daeRUroHJ3Gs_EFLXypGeFZB6zwWYmnPkTAcKMXuiXCR6hc0Jd30DvzaLcAA/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h6/KhkSddsmHULv6agsJGY7zhyv1fnAPIBDX3rQRapj-I4
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDL58CbqWAUgdZoQAPbKiWFuE6O0S2tiPi9o5VT2rHYUh7im38SoShjR7isxZuRlYtbloJ4reOLr-M4sUO_6IKE9RnY0xkyQKK8Ykg2sFZ_jbd1z4ym2XmwvvyPbywlu2XG0Qm8FyCxwN037CN2azRKIsMG9n6psZWaJrwXASVFt5CcZ5cU74CuSpvZB2ApMcIs3CayuTJeBaeOu0xrXgZrsw-J17IMEtG-DiJqWI4qTZD17u_U_ixX-OS2BLuo3OJ1orJMMkzAxHfzJk9votmubWXfZgLHtd0qKgRaHnjNjUnG9bxpAc5cCzS9E9AfkHDr4-iiCkF-O-vU43WvwOIyxDb6sKD93iqsJnhWjadQz6/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h7/yNfNtdE4RqzO6-83OGUz1_0fl0o3jbmGONoFz5wTDcE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDDe9j-tpeC8X_N9vBSHcEKc47djPR_kReIEDWAnScd8C4wq4G5AblhkC195sJC4YhsHfXZ1zsrOEv27JJ_prIlgSKynBrvLvh9Jx-wIJ5dyJzIHbVr3mQQERAUoxJrq5p1BOKtzYMb5rjOec67SNDKwTR8sspZf9yNw8i2rWAZmlY7zW7qahY6lbwNwwMXOu8_4VeqIPbbHtBDS08ESsft7QQxduOJOXCOmzIj_HcuDj3gCPBWaV_RrOSBAAKVYmDIU8fT5cs3gRyU70Io3moSvLQEAs0IjMrgCxnywUgm9U9Rnt9U-IWhw5oL4vfruPNjp9vGDHdfc6z2jtieGaSiu2-mBsguCx5aOx4BK2r5mT/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h8/lxMMieddpydNDvMDlHEOUwREFGts2RlmDRvtYQunhc0
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/1XQbiUZqIgkFRQxQopJGKeFeBtypI580UrCdeRDV2CcTXUrGwqNIoDh8ha8GSWZTla8AVucyLeVwMw-4qI2uY_kFy1HFI3YFxHHdDhThbCB-bbGG1E6THYwd_YzQZVwgscuPRgAvsepVNNbRgHtWup-8Ryi7DK9qANwzojSQ7q_LiETXdD5mAsfgUoHX3PdHQKo2h31wSiX7h0uGzV9tVFh2DxvzzrhU0h9ZlFGysfLjdwUKxpOhFFT56-O4zjHgLLN1tBoS-NfMk5gMgK6kK68O1EEfA-Y5TINBBd57LDLSlNVuf1NP3sKY_9yjLd7cM-5JAsvY-b5tKjs-DjlNfmOduChMFWSkXk1ekoxtkqbNczs2mz3sSZvMmcz76IcybpC4xpxtOtt1-3ejjoMKxg/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h9/HnSvssimQ8Jus0VUJdBShRXM_FXFcfMSOv17H7CiSaE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/1XQbiUZqIgkFRQxQopJGKfV95rUNFC2Ch1p8UrUNMo0WIWU_bespp-If33aC_qWeGhuEgtfNKFl7eVc8bFZgZRc7zhbFHaHGklNKv2I8pizSWs62sgp4tU43vP3GpsE-VU-iwKsaL_W7OnvuNuDqAW9pTH04iitOdsVwmsU5SkEQOQ-Y-5b7Ogf8KJqWVP_UHmD167Dc_HtabTTZZs52oQ-W8bOX7mSEazZLl7Re0Sa5lFr_5G7qBEoYNoPAkj6HBIWUS_xLQs8uLNaRdPiBtQxL6ckcl7dp5QLufKqMyk1eYgimEDNb9-AvBL_ExlR8IPB0SXPaY88lVobV4kddKEqLeHti6ZbSItk1keDUI474TPAQDYfqrIgzPUIqpqI710c8mq0YzjygNVCTFUb8XmiwRxto253wE2xFs04IwEoIcZHBHaLYDF-tz53WiiVK/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h10/Rx1aSX_7-ZMbSmPIi_FM5ykJrT_NYYR9rp19SZjEcR8
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/NRa3-HnpSTTsIwPpPOANva6lP6vO_2T93f9vextrrE7b0BX-8UVPlni5lhwgF5pSf_CRWUf3IZbX5XoBnTu82j8gyyFgEUPdwIBLOCH2UQMrfy0-ydcBIMg0SRBtBTGeVYRDzETfrU6kV2SiSwhtTEFOCUKvw9UFDHDakjkxiBhdl3n998RFGE3BD0YQwkb_YLbLCrlzy66Q1OVLVjaJPwz2jRlJD5QumLuH2mAwN8mxA_Zw66EYl2li0UxNrV0sx2oclxMnhwEyUBRnTC1umAB4xO4skfu1KowEaBMC3kHyHx_SHd3Bo5s50-fpIfYYWrKG1LV5t-cCCUtyGEoVqP2Uq-psPU1N3OYfUJlz7GDaIU86TKHxxIvWIF-eqMiroemG3G_PR4y5LNFdprf1nw/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h11/DrwdQTAikRiuC4tvHaa-87Qe2w3yj3a_kcqzdLmJpIo
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wehEm_vu1NBVXOKYSqOxTCBHPo9a4bbo0FvwwwCjd58mmNpY_6LJezTMEi2-vZrKspqshB5RjMYeshXl9pMm08AT0XmLf761isxPkjeQnUouFPIy7-kocnXcMwlTKimlwb28uPB0f7hVfNeYvwp8ecUwR3kSLkv1cZp7ayo0W_JmBYxKaBSROjrFrj83o5HfQCl3bELnwpRpelNmIuJ7nFZHrTLt3-G_Y6CBr0lhKP_Qg5rFEUQQ-SgSxiwbPiPX9Pjb9QNDirbvyP96O5oNM-zyoSFPnVXPFPhx0unWj0_8NNyKwYzl32EhTS93sqn4n5qlOlaQzyYxFqTMEpq6waab-Rb4fj29ISzUG0QrFMpkdZc09nBUlC841-31b7zp0xvfq-LAFQ_Xg8DHBK9owHM8TVY6l8m6Aw_iSIOdOB4/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h13/tM6zGX3ta7VVUfLU8NWefymjinQspPIPhpOsh2yN_nc
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDCRgDqgI1sfrdc6XJj1F5KeLs3N4z5J0zkgN1byRraVP2UbjhvhKN9gbSIdHnDpwincV6251nBRugd31lzDC1L54C1zBywkXE0chPKch6-SqoJXVyqC2r43ZFUQUPoOcU3pu1HP1wxE9Xf9oVjlnoKSeI2kFndQbXq4owah1XAhlZhAmvXHpZLju-EtBaYiL_VWmkeJH6o3NBg8VF5837Z-GXqCFyHT_PCoAIWyNiw2_ZgB5cJ2NFMoVVHJaVHWjJXY4h9qfvmBnxRiIVDGTc1mKNNSS36JSP72RxJbIdIk68LH4DQ2gGkZnYIm4OANATL0QNyRkx6K_aopi-jJyJHwSVkjZk41nSTdl_QOxM2X7ixEQ4TxjmDjK2dG93PmDNA/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h14/OsBD-cb3G2YDX9YIxPf22ojchVxFjJvOIKO2Wy6FomI
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDC1zXjOgMKTq1qg9b7LMk8PiY9Dh3Id1nPeCyb2kt6xlyvzd3KWsxutOSYFd8EZVih9GLj5ScmHFHDUZdQrjcQxhoMV5vywu5DHWbZTkGCz8geJNNSIOAKnrS6l0W1lHSMVd8ngS_iSw837amRnmJ0QXiQe-ywLtOjf7pT1ey-ca2pksFrxzZjuz3qnasPZbjWIJl_luM2czxKnE5K2-0M6nA4k0FogarmLL2on-DzNmOwFh4rL0-xRvc9NX0JZ17MSbX9ZSGEkdXKYXE2T5w4hWlemxHa18UFcro_QZAl8V2yhR5oW-kxAVbhvPGQO7l6dUKYZZm3EMiQbrmBn13mWpLSvoq7FgJiThCa6VGttoyauvflJnJuIaS0qg8VMIbJiSaGybdqwsNJ25VktyVT1OKUTHUL_igxJTTNnXcIDr6nBZSYNTuR9t5rexF9jHSvP0bbYoMFr5aGjsqJb5OuM/3jf/eqJwl1O7Q-mwfH0en_Z0rw/h15/2Eg5_7PFpXXXM_mkv_Ol3t0lXyPQYfeX_VICFpWaTow
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CDC Data Tracking Page

CDC Vaccine Information Landing Page

PPS Coronavirus Resources and Links

PA Department of Health Coronavirus Resources

PA-Specific Resources from Senator Casey

Student Debt Relief Resources

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)_ Rumor Control
Coronavirus Testing Locations (view interactive map mid page)

Coronavirus Self-Checker
A guide to help you make decisions and seek appropriate medical care

** PFT Coronavirus Updates Released Periodically As Needed **
Missed an update or message? View our archive of COVID-19 Updates here.

Please keep in touch—keep sharing your ideas, your questions and your concerns.

In solidarity—
Dan Evans
PFT Communications Director
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