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PFT COVID Update 2-23-22: Vax for the Young - Masks Off - Omicron Immunity -
Links

State of the Fatigued Union.

We’d love to be able to package up this week's Coronavirus information into a neat bundle
labeled “pandemic on the run, normal life on the horizon.”

But it’s just not that simple—and many of us are struggling with what the next prudent steps will
be when it comes to vaccines for young children and toddlers, mask mandates, the lifting of
restrictions, and whether or not we’ll ever achieve herd immunity from COVID-19 and its
variants.

Since there is no simple answer, we’ve tried to curate information that fully explores the
questions we’ve been hearing most.

The Public Source article available here tackles the issue of vaccinations for infants and
toddlers in a straightforward manner; one which that includes a heavy dose of understanding for
parents who may have questions or concerns that could prevent them from seeking out Covid-19
vaccinations for young children.

However, there's a compelling case to expand the vaccination program once it has been fully
approved for the youngest among us by the FDA .

Dr. Andrew Nowalk, an associate professor of pediatrics at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine and clinical director of the Division of Infectious
Diseases at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, expressed similar confidence
about the vaccine’s safety. 

“The main things I hear from parents are: ‘This was rushed.’ ‘We didn’t know about
this.’ ‘This is brand new technology.’ When I hear that, I will say to them, No. 1, this

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDPb-U9iA0zrRweF-ZKhEcJJutNmY3HcXrdyzRp9OEOJI7D8NN_qUxr9vQQveqXfPOdyb7FXH_wFBEVXtJyIv_rA2BUywJfCTlt7GP3LqDJZr-6k3fNgCl08w399MqG2KJMK1zl-ru9RNPyOnKhww6eECuB2RA_wyDku9tiE8K0bjI-dh3mhdRnBXXt-zaXJexzjGaLd9N7VlgYX8y6VuVTu_2yNP6B0OWgbhfoAAY7zW6fz82PfKMdBBiyAB6DADsmWqJuReJjfRCOhbg86jehJXsMpZsd2_7-zG1IRcye8x6DqDDOWY1hE3ISwr3EtvdNS752-vu1YYjcBv1cHRR4inezxS3KUGlemeMw6aamAtvsmpOik7CNuRnmNukLZNyvvyUYEKYzzpIjPGGBHcfWANZ8E79X_rgb-LOV6SfALT6lz-wI4WaJk7ekRQQ6klSw/3jt/GCWPYDIzRUuAzAR5S64deg/h0/ytl-VkvcPdcQOIPH3Pq1kBMRJTNFwIBqa4HTpth9dsQ
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technology has been around for 25 years in one form or another … and it’s been
used in coronavirus vaccines for a decade.”

Equally important—the article includes several verified links to information you can really use
and trust to make an informed decision. The highlight in this closing section is the link to a CNN
op-ed from a pediatrician turned new mom that puts a number of fears – reasonable or
otherwise – to rest. 

The Next Big Question Isn't As Easy To Answer As You Think.

When do the masks end?

While the Governor ended the statewide school mask mandate** on January 17, 2022, the great
mask debate has soldiered on within school districts that have been left to determine mask and
mitigation rules on their own—based on their individual established safety plans.

In the Education Week article “When Can Schools Get on the Mask ‘Off-Ramp’? 4 Questions
to Consider” the local and regional debate on masking takes center stage. And to the story’s
credit—a number of issues relating to masks (necessity, type, efficacy, etc.) are taken on
objectively.

Our goal isn’t to take a side—but rather, to help you understand the concerns on either side of
the debate.

"Much of that decisionmaking will depend on how long it takes for omicron to
recede. Even so, school leaders should start planning longer-term pandemic
responses, said Sara Bode, chair-elect of the American Academy of Pediatrics
Council on School Health.

“We had hoped that we would be in a [school masking] off-ramp situation right now,”
Bode said. “We are probably three or four months off of that still—not necessarily
because of the risk to the students themselves but because of the ongoing risk of
them carrying it to other people in the community, if you’ve got a high community
spread rate."

** PA mandates remain in place for early learning programs and child care facilities.

73% of America Now Immune To The Omicron Variant.

This is more a reason for guarded optimism rather than outright celebration, however.

As the Associated Press reports here, this will likely prevent or shorten new illnesses among
protected people and help to reduce the amount of virus that is circulating overall. One
undeniable benefit could be a reduction of stress and strain on overworked ICU and hospital
staffs nationwide.

But by no means does this signify a real “end point” to the pandemic.

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDHX5quTMpAwAziuR8FgZoRbs8irUPcbDrGiTe13PCOy2Oj7jhjB5wPjN_QJNek5C3-4bZGsrYG8OSRYV1uc-01M29Z2Iqy4otGWwUL9lfQcBZEoBswBrC5bfOhYTwNB9_8Oqu013F9fx8IB-PX_Ah1y_YJVEl7h44ZwsWigkSw93upjl7sohopMXE_fUSGNSAcP9DQ-dGAdSpaOid6WIt9Clrqu_ZeoDp2gn_-zRfgFNCvjSkEle_tzUwCe8cxhVio7pQAwMCgunJOPVGWnz4En7Jd1YmJX1679plMYnd9qMzEyLei2a4Ui4cTMOr8F79eDi629y9W7jQMHpNRQRS-jV-NRr53_ZMvru-_svvvRwGjYWoYi3FNk5kgPbAyaLQCvSH1RrpuT10gyqMJwy3HN333FOaFVPzHf2Xx5Ld1w3T8RrAYcr7VIfnPlgTGTFFAuYlLpWVtP82UxfEpgqyq0/3jt/GCWPYDIzRUuAzAR5S64deg/h1/rV4tDb1NEM-IroiIx5H3G8T2uEpesfrhIebuP109ZuY
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDAYjJaqpRH8s0w-P6FFV_b9nL77zYs3H4YDUWV5qfewbgW8sASYGeB79ZyUPAX9Lb-VGZS8z9AsEZrksMFHqgNRV5e5iGUdyAAv8BMREJCwXGIBWxfSHADZVM36uPQ0PKWFG5SDSYig0oKGXoTjIv6ipNYyCjLkyXfHBuF1px9yzm0iS_XdpRM5w0Mz-wiM-n4iTqQjA7iZK9rz3uYlhDrCYNaekywzcSbph3dQaSPNxDCzCv549rHhOQDFyK2MNNycPVH9Tyhw2HEcAXsIlyliLbUOYFNAHfm5LaAybVvHWb2MW6Pt0mGvHb1h0c2j977SivsCe7cWMMq_sOl9t811eMOvbmOWpzCTI3MZ-in2IF5hbDmg7XxZIWyZVFJZMryoI7DVXdY6LRFGwoNktzmStvVOzyChZIUx7_yLxaDwJGTe3yAqGVkUqRdJBJ6ESLw7pysBQzLgDsW2BZU_0Ljs/3jt/GCWPYDIzRUuAzAR5S64deg/h2/uyqWld4ukWi46uxmvTgT2EYBsXfywJeqiIyAqdVYaRc
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDP6mE8K8mH_nZ3vIpuLbYueaXrkQYZsS6mKtkmSi3uIYpr6H4zYJ7aubCLVrp_3ZNzhnoaVvoag-nRd9unP35ofPU7xsgFbyleuEthyA9l7bShYYhles2cuscb5Qcq8oAsaNotFthyXmH9DlQii6ZZmlmcjvWHteAunTnYnv8zr3BI5bF0x52a_wEnRFmjY-gu7Ko3Wb-Bw6x1ncJtw9YWFiwrpLgd9ktzZbT5AeL9ehQlpy9PWdX40BkOUx7Viwj_N5oAaW8qgYsaZqhnbNMH8BdCmgDJb-vV8gVbEGHMTMjrbeIjfuvLw5NFj8RB3ENBfqr7YYkSJ4l5HJxzfaDrhrWFslpNwLtDylRzh2e_JjEy2HIwZ31JlDsAzvUIhex5n0pQjkcQ21HD1_eTz8lv8bOX37jsnnIPfS3toIpprZ3L32F_oBTotWa2S5v9N7IqvEoFh4-wQldtvyxoQZYsg/3jt/GCWPYDIzRUuAzAR5S64deg/h3/j_jeXIoq5oWfjwtJ0yXGeG4Z6RSeLlfNLzl-LfexLm8
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXTEBokwJ0izHXMWrpJl2hHxeQfeq58bZ68DrYEjvyasZsfuPjyDkkzMw2_pesbPcDIv8Eve3hi7mfBzIrLmxEyi-VpJIsvQA1UI1x5-iYjivNYVpWsFxX42SZdylvJKbU2MILuoMPvX0jbfSzhZiBRmBSJAqiojJ3gK29GbOpL-PwtJqRtqw76rx2Pbg3KeQ6u2pI8bzBs-kBz4a4Gg2hvq_tKrfpGlXQhDn9GIosG3pGEU7WogbpCvN42fO2gqdQACvXxcjD2dnsRPHk0L604lM82OioP5ZSkT-llUeqgIClTMtRVU6vjfb2rtTQfiRt3XJzbKhBKGA7qKy1o2QHcie6pJu5xv5SwtsK6zkBhV6R-uGhtBG_aBou0E4rcKKDrwGYeRZXB5gLjZhsNAVFcPMoSvQpW2IVI8N2KmYpAoq-sIM6YoUfXHMLtdFtg2qvqAxysLLokFPYmHPDZS1CxkTqsNjP6-6IL3uY6DcIS3kCUa7JpCrqcRjsIwFS5IeguG35Z4rLTaGLwlrW2RObh0/3jt/GCWPYDIzRUuAzAR5S64deg/h4/XrhaTrLGbhPIKoEgVHmKmbKP7RaUhnrtuliDZ122WtM
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“The coronavirus — the current variant or future ones that are sure to pop up —
remains a dangerous germ. It is still infecting more than 130,000 Americans and
killing more than 2,000 every day. Tens of millions of people remain vulnerable.

And there will be future outbreaks. The notion of a “herd immunity” that could stop
the virus has slipped away under the harsh reality of new variants, waning
immunity, and the rejection of vaccines by some Americans.” -- AP News

The point is, the more information you engage with, the more likely you are to make an informed
decision for you and the ones you love.

Information Links That Bear Repeating:

Below please find additional links providing helpful information you can bookmark and count on
as the COVID-19 situation changes and evolves.

AFT/AFTPA Coronavirus Resources & Updates for Members 
Find a Vaccine Provider Near You 
AFT/PFT Employee Assistance Program (EAP)  
--  A Negotiated, Free Benefit to Members 
  Click for EAP Information Flyer (includes login info)     
  Click for Life Skills Solutions Website (login upper right) 
AFT Share My Lesson Stress Management Resources (searchable) 
Download the PA COVID-Alert Tracking App 
National Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Coronavirus Resources 
CDC Data Tracking Page 
CDC Vaccine Information Landing Page 
PPS Coronavirus Resources and Links  
PA Department of Health Coronavirus Resources 
PA-Specific Resources from Senator Casey 
Student Debt Relief Resources 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Rumor Control 
Coronavirus Testing Locations (view interactive map mid page)

** PFT Coronavirus Updates Released Periodically As Needed ** 
Missed an update or message? View our archive of COVID-19 Updates here.

Please keep in touch—keep sharing your ideas, your questions and your concerns. 

In solidarity— 
Dan Evans 
PFT Communications Director
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