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PFT COVID Update 12-1-21: Omicron – Boosters Expanded – Mask Mandate -
Links

Dear Dan:

Here Today. Omicron Tomorrow.

It seems like only yesterday we were reporting on the slow but measurable waning of the
COVID-19 Delta variant.

As widely cautioned by virologists however, several new variants have emerged to potentially
replace Delta as the dominant variant of the Coronavirus. The most recent variant of global
interest — Omicron — is currently wreaking minor havoc across political, societal and financial
landscapes.

From what we’ve seen in our review of available up-to-date information, we believe that
speculation is getting a little ahead of what the facts are about where we stand today with
Omicron, as well as where we will stand tomorrow once scientists learn more about this variant.

Hopefully what follows will help clarify what we're up against.

First and foremost, what is most reassuring at this juncture is that we all actually know what to do
when faced with a new variant or uptick in cases locally: Get vaccinated if you can. Booster up
when you are eligible. Practice common sense social distancing. Avoid large crowds. Wash your
hands frequently.  Mask up in public.

To help with the current state of Omicron confusion and concern, we found a
comprehensive Q & A article that relies on sensibility rather than sensationalism. And while we
are not always a fan of Buzzfeed—we think these answers will help to allay your fears and set
realistic expectations about what might come next with Omicron.

Please click here to read the full article.

Booster Boost By The CDC.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) strengthened recommendations for
booster doses of coronavirus vaccine Monday, saying all adults should get boosted six months
after the second dose of Pfizer/BioNTech's or Moderna's vaccine, or two months after the single-
dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine.

That means all adults over the age of 18 eligible for boosters should schedule an
appointment to get one as soon as possible. Click here to find a vaccine provider nearest
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you.

What’s more, CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky emphasized the importance of aggressive
vaccination and booster scheduling in the face of a potentially troublesome new variant (Omicron
—see above); all while reinforcing the preventative measures that have proven to help mitigate
the spread of, and infection by, COVID-19.

“… to stop the spread of COVID-19 we need to follow the prevention strategies we
know work. These include vaccination, wearing masks, improving ventilation
indoors and keeping a distance from others, especially if they are unvaccinated.” --
Dr. Rochelle Walensky

Click here to read the entire article from WTAE.

PA Mask Mandate Extended Until At Least December 8th.

On Tuesday, November 30th, the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania reinstated the administration's
mandate requiring students, teachers and staff to wear face masks — a temporary action that
should be resolved on December 8th when the court hears arguments on the matter.

No matter what the outcome, Governor Wolf has announced that school districts will be
permitted to modify or end the mask mandate for K-12 students on January 17, 2022.

How far the administration can go via executive fiat in the interest of public health remains to be
seen in many respects. Learn more about the issue by reading the full PennLive article here.

Information Links That Bear Repeating:

Below please find additional links providing helpful information you can bookmark and count on
as the COVID-19 situation changes and evolves.

AFT/AFTPA Coronavirus Resources & Updates for Members 
Find a Vaccine Provider Near You 
AFT/PFT Employee Assistance Program (EAP)  
--  A Negotiated, Free Benefit to Members 
  Click for EAP Information Flyer (includes login info)     
  Click for Life Skills Solutions Website (login upper right) 
AFT Share My Lesson Stress Management Resources (searchable) 
Download the PA COVID-Alert Tracking App 
National Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Coronavirus Resources 
CDC Data Tracking Page 
CDC Vaccine Information Landing Page 
PPS Coronavirus Resources and Links  
PA Department of Health Coronavirus Resources 
PA-Specific Resources from Senator Casey 
Student Debt Relief Resources 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Rumor Control 
Coronavirus Testing Locations (view interactive map mid page)
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https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wehEm_vu1NBVXOKYSqOxTCBHPo9a4bbo0FvwwwCjd58mmNpY_6LJezTMEi2-vZrKspqshB5RjMYeshXl9pMm08AT0XmLf761isxPkjeQnUpeUXUR7Yi-8Jqi-9uTMHpa7f26NLaS2n9F4DWJVkPLFoy5V9B8gxuC5c9kScCxEqk7vrYuukToH2ItiZJF_bKatZclbbUoqNT0SofpoC5qA1idm5D01Sy458-9pvo00ns2jrPn20uXZ-zaxyG2ts_ffn_zqhcSHG2tv6BZ20p8iCmvK0zmI3n0qjU70NRln_Ad82vMVZnqILJ_mNQKPWGrGqSUhuAwaptroBi1cQdNlgvUbU5ax_j174EBpEJ_Soj_h2CWR1-NRwsaBwJC6YxzkzOqCwJoHfpabVPFisd_7U2cu9NTx6ptTtOch9sdmLDXnWo3bCd3zOt5a6wZvRjX/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h10/o5Sl8p8PZ03ItAGatuZ4tP1c4XkmK12Wvkl8uDkP9R4
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDCRgDqgI1sfrdc6XJj1F5KeLs3N4z5J0zkgN1byRraVPmtNke9URm9-WOeGHlmARjX29NIQ8Qi5n9iyvu4IFg7SJ5l2K5kYYlzmqhojcSAGy-_bj8LITFm92MAQpCp-LBuKzpOlYUTFOUCz-nrO7XpTWVQyD8EeAZP9zp69k6oVOnnnoZCjZvjIH0SI3UKURPjOkAj2Jsu0Zmxhzr6pyC3KyhfH6xTMuNPfpo67bGFIY9QixFYKASJ58qIzfWpITIdQLfM_8SZK-YtayGYOygcTfSJaJI0g3cZUEN2ti1TcdhGw96UFYYILF1VeHIuE8JUDxK-Bj14fmeQ3rT32PRxnVs1XiDd5lDQFAw5djZz7vf6Ktohy4j6cbD6IxciE3Lw/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h11/FFhgzUxUiGUCK4OlVdAsEKzKSZ59_SnhdRU4TO--DtU
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDC1zXjOgMKTq1qg9b7LMk8PiY9Dh3Id1nPeCyb2kt6xlyvzd3KWsxutOSYFd8EZVih9GLj5ScmHFHDUZdQrjcQxhoMV5vywu5DHWbZTkGCz8geJNNSIOAKnrS6l0W1lHSGVEU7RbamhbWdFZ_XIo27zG-GO5JRbNsGrKDwZhovoVLdxZaAhfSrqwhvxUyn2NkjIWQ-nLfpJt_zh0nbFnWaZOzHlidnTvZOqP8NfmKEF8KFOSKFNo--gBD3ooECF4XlNNPrUeC25gVVHdHCMfHLN77W_CdXny0Q6SHlKvsKc2dENHXSYyA0NEKtXUplQCSbwXKjAKmmDFkc0dZxovNrRd9v1q2dGfY7bkXQKg8bOg0jPH-ZtjKeOFhPnSDrRM9FIaUWkTWCHawkS0oMmpWHHW8T0PkBNwKTOplU9-LLbpdqQvLOU_S6k7_UnQFBQaNFBDTxmElgaC6UOf5wRcblUVBTP8THqkgdwj_hBZ-sUs/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h12/J_sqq5R_BLorZuy1mrST8-_LWqUWWOB2FLG1aKmZOh4
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/Mqag7sW8TIW-nixyBdulQr28OwYPTUcGtthDiNRXy0ovnAHLKbRqU-6X6DIiD1a6mVbcB7n1XZohP5TYWNVkxPWFhZdugPtH1R_8qSvE7t5rnb_1IhBy6Ur8-kBBj59u7jfVGiQrYOUIOLSho-sm4rwxHk2vs4RmlqQeqMsm3u3ov8saZ5aisnlyHo6LvvfgeEmZ6zzaeb-L1toYRR_DTq9q83g1dwk36UsWx1Tnyn_mNhY4gUfwwnythDCKOfh6NW36j4dS_SdCPF1Kuvtxi4XlSxpTTXVxNnYG-zsQ_VzFitySU5Uk7BTAKLo79bKIG6PwdluTBpJJSysEMRoXd44--BLoO1mDIN-GmpQ5aczeIvbntfEDeJLf_FfzMPU1pFIT3CtZCOsGx98onX_RcijYt1oCSpcdfBHnQVaD1ng_8r4ITt12VMKLLrm0kH0p/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h13/coJ7Ku_6DfWOmQBlKJkcGbbrHbJXb6rkm8Mo_W5xfF4
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDC1zXjOgMKTq1qg9b7LMk8PiY9Dh3Id1nPeCyb2kt6xlFyNgAxCWeyQWihbmBmw4ezt7ERZVIw9inNwlxln98uDBd9scdVG3Qy_n_ioYk_ig_vWdJNiX5HmZNoywELcZf4EQddw5MXpglLBVtoJ1Mtadptn4nXC5-PB9lcnmaC4Hm2BVShga8xJQb9CwPsRicb-aMOs0h8U_y3sa4jvC8eXmUIv07rd1soOlaXKDoNagl7NNA5ZV-MHdlgsVPGBDHkNVJLzVSh6EMXIKDXmrs_L4VbwByVL50A_oUKIjJWeH1E0A7fDk33CqmMnFy9bHrzDgob1zxzuS_4J23JRcXlGzejRcZbHrZuYpCQ8OobjcLxRbX--PGjDojWLEC0O3Bx2uCWUPPWJYzc1x7FNIp7V8Fu9CBBONUQicNnb5uwD9/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h14/TqVYkOM_6VRGboxyNWptaH5ltyNquNR3qPgJr65X6B4
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDCbXWpJrnYag5hLbWhLWqL3NmD-45Znwzp-_5pP_zwvolQ8faZhvWlXiXnIZ8-k7QoMdd5KhgVePQjrw_OzUZwhkqyNi5vdmzeSSq3Az8j-xW5qHZ05VNjAOa063_EL06QREFfhlxl9oRn-w1yvNB970QYJUfo03AFzKFqfopvsX6GafPNPkYxgjMb3-DO4xcxTQdPWQax6wIVcHPtq2m5ixIrRyH_0c_cCJdjMNp0GmwxgdVUUVyOvsVfRfhRA16Ib51lOOMh08F5wUzcHW-bOCjkrJ1s7Bu9A6h5xxcNa8CNqVIWlWJ9h8oG4Y4q-c8EZjrscvP-Iw5qX4swMgpZw0qFYH0BWYPdQNZKLuSF5jjslwoQ8uZyzNuKkFo1rfSg/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h15/JMNgTykofmrfuhU6ICYvzaMLBovlkfw0mxTQcDWkP7c
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDPYQnlqKZRPyylZbz1-fUOA-A0riscZ3ouRHrpCaTmiW8PVfuuCG2aIQxyNNRakOs272L_sa_WulFaGgzm2UPzU6qWLnBQfqDyFNTVVuTzV1_3QMkWGGMpvp_mNCJG-A5rWWKIbiQST1ClagJNKVkEzdt2_kmt_Rwd7vnjct1aMoU8uYawsbtk0W14DuOPY8DYLBsJ0We1J5eu8SqH75azTDt7YFPOXVs5LHSQ5khJ-JMfeB_T8Ccz54uJNumFVsyA2HcCL5SogvDFvuhi-tKwiQo0e5cxObyi0NLGco3tV_fx2eBs21CRR__KVEZVtb1sNdA0QBv35CwjutkC7bYEOzgFHcG78sXiBd5IS5wUq7UmvS20pNnp5VaxI8GpBVNJL1bHkTRjxFsTxMFnASzTifN53pjxHgs-N7sa2uu2eG2lnK8ArD_QRp_ot1gO8skw/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h16/4oyv1DJopoVS9yyB7ZevwJ2f1xphfpPTMC8bNCarNlU
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDKKKHmGmrVL2t-GW8La7o8czcOdzpTSOISD5Jj2gXgudF2Vr0Xavki5eFmD51WqaEAgZf1vT_a1ZsR7UDMYUAx61a3vIwxwnfi6GnvEh9b2cImrMWI2G1nAAwcfcpLz48Ycqe0vdGnrfnAE6sSk8zL0zgPKuKJwCMhjvqmAjhqC9YURtLp5zb-Hs_TONqg6TmbSh__M8dZbmUQ5-G-QrTnR5C5yhuVXZgpPYYfTlGsTK4B09IvFSrk33C2zS50PQWPIFyb2Gro5oxug6VCsjicckOIOqCCf12ZVs6LYK61GjC59aEschJIJp3gSkTpuS_y8pNV2-3wiIj2NlIdc2aQGwiBVaiWJ1c1aEpAbSru__jWDrBqiGYnOyiG2X4tRpXQ/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h17/OC7-iaANjSDTuoOOOvN32LWvA2jpBRXCnbGAmj3W4DA
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/mRshnjzLbfRUAJcmEcvG01lnpG04A0CvSdL3NooYu5bWnyJG6DYgZauDahiyuq4AEj01mIg8Tr7CrKOcLaYJsy14k5kG4dg08RAvPjDfhIMQ2rH_51KBfqBjndOg4at7wt1A-ogDDq1SFGMpcdtH6Ds39hjq4catfffDWGzX66gEXfBcU_X0hHHlGi5yeIB6IuEgqMAD4URTbtToo0SxubcCGc1S4zjKvhduonyLNxUOEJC-wuiGUOt0bTf331ZKZACF2dQfG77Al9HDXjLxsO68cknUE7CtLNZ993vd1XrN5oIwIoRQN9bS2cctA9Wl_vlDmAY4UahhvjItovX2uZoZLm1P1CmExl9PZ9Ep5VtDmVWkvgzl-r5fXY9sUGlyAc-T6kKYfLLtTnnniy0oNsiBAEwXjxb2h2s9H0zes4-uLvzl3h9LyEQtbYqkEYGR/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h18/C-ZdS_hDdxHXACNz2tRS8HFA-nfArLym8Qh2wErRwVg
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDNMkZA8ApVZzQMwqzMG5AGW5sRY2G-CnnF59I4LEAE7Yz16UEgKrxaHWMITe80Ygcrdv0PVMBAwBz1bcDR53oV3mqsuNXL_kh1jcFXYADOAXNVPn6GEsd001u4ibfy4Krc4wTjdWSUQjROWvYbIk9uxTvpdU7DdlAORs_AMCXxhCxGf_Ed8gyH1LBKhdL2P77A3mr9ucyHIPQAdcwMvXlotKx3Jgwtvqulqybe0J2NyBwqtqkK2QH4vLtQtwy5QLV15fNqgj9MLyjFCxopRG_OBSb8lxLl6BdvhyvuRWJxe5GzXT3dFWAO5eRtgAH7iEw-Rzgd4K265Sd81WtiVYu72UfNJfDaXMoGBeS7pG5gfcPrq6NrqUVtvQHUXXsufd8g_cGS5FyrNiAA7NNpn-MLc/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h19/dudT-O5nH0kZ6PS7qV1PTbeEYiOPmbycCfpXKy47aQw
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDPYQnlqKZRPyylZbz1-fUOA-A0riscZ3ouRHrpCaTmiW8PVfuuCG2aIQxyNNRakOs-m8t1MdgLks-rn2OErIrTKbdLe0JXj8rSxIkwYmVkjMxmYR4z88OKTvc-m7o5Sxaka72GA_xGoJUyUK2IVZjuBmctufLk2k7z50rylFgRg-e_NJQG13wONlWMja0iejafnfKJ5_RfAMvr1xBqA9feB1eFwPSDG7WiDzFmtxU26zNjGULEXXAVG4dlgqwpsAVERF3kVO0jgA46Fd1VERbWUV97ox-h72y5FPjeB0VsT1daDh3p-FtfByogqvUQetgTmBlN_uDVFStcNnJdcjKxyuql2BH75VaV_y8RsQZIyqHVCyiNJYo87n64VDzKBKQmqM275T0Mkpu7mIfOy6MpOZ8rGmuF8J0sRA6myEvcgEAVNJXf522Pq6DkCjZ6stfJvUT_9M-dOAgZzhmP6EFD4/3hh/yh6ij-DyRZyryx9iXBcsJw/h20/GsDRxSfH8gwfY-B-ezv7X5eYs6u_6vl_oUIWYLgDcn4


12/1/2021

https://outlook.office.com/mail/deeplink?popoutv2=1&version=20211115002.08 3/3

** PFT Coronavirus Updates Released Periodically As Needed ** 
Missed an update or message? View our archive of COVID-19 Updates here.

Please keep in touch—keep sharing your ideas, your questions and your concerns. 

In solidarity— 
Dan Evans 
PFT Communications Director

.
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