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PFT COVID Update 9-8-21: Mask Mandate - Experts Weigh In - Under 12 Approval

- Understanding Immunity - links

CORONAVIRUS

Updates

Mask Mandate Supported By Emerging Data.

Governor Wolf's statewide mask mandate for K-12 and day care centers went into effect on
Tuesday, September 7th. And though opposed by the Republican-led state legislature and
marked by sporadic protests against the measure, emerging data clearly supports the
Governor’s effort.

A recent WTAE story outlines the impact the surging Delta Variant has had on the population as
a whole—in particular on Americans ages 11 or younger currently not eligible for the vaccine.

“More than 500,000 children tested positive for COVID-19 in the U.S. from Aug. 5 to
Aug. 26, according_to state data collected by the American Academy of Pediatrics.
At least 203,962 of those cases were reported in the week of Aug. 19 to Aug. 26; In
late June, one weekly reported number was just shy of 8,500.”

Read the entire story by clicking here, and once inside the article, scroll to review current
national vaccination dashboards to understand how much more work remains to be done in the

area of vaccinating our population.

Medical and Professional Groups Standing Behind Mandate.

When acting Secretary of Health Alison Beam signed an order Tuesday requiring masks to be
worn inside K-12 school buildings, early learning programs and child care providers—a host of
medical and educational professionals voiced their support from across the state.

Click here to read immediate reactions statewide in a release from PA.gov, including
Children’s hospitals in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, Penn State Health, the American Academy of
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https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDBtImISONsOZuG4MZO2H4xKMPEwFvS_bnkDXyFp9Pp-B-6k6FgPs2pP8g-rvFcy_YTNK-KBXKP8VmLqCF5bUUVQEmpbixEuX6_UWKn-y_4iSffWdNsZM5twASn3VeHkm6CRiPoNsEYSTiiK4JUmWV2PQFn78SRmMglSw-gpZR5BjHnMCsn8AXCxq2bArwPfxb913bT9wHitN13jCZKY8sG-zwxsvNq4SxQt1lRqlKsoFUqmN4z8eRSwqLSwRLjFb-bR2VM-GoYEpGYpcychAQjOphBksuzbu5oZTrUiKS6UHkxPfMpo_g6Q_4Zw46dk5MyHZW3fFg-gvoUtbHNAO4r5X6tjKFe_hz1kD8qWBrBwtsR-1MXJJxs4L6LaZEKyuQ4VpLNiDzSTLaaLCfkW47iRLbWHPkjREXe5axdM_yfiWoW0GtrEhsT85QMo34DCuLBqnOv2lHWwbX73ZtbFSULX0m_T9Hx9NOWpAefd--POcLKiS0tAxrpjU_NN_88i9dnO3jd3v4O5P5gKTzBlOlgo/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h1/crTj87SwOwBWYzDcqUOvGM1MAUBI9L1Klh7VkF_9sPI
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDATC2nzDhXs-ySs7uz9IEseKf8mFrR_-SFoqbUmjUMRm4TFYEzKzR9xoA0GmOGjuCd0dhHhyKgS8zuSsUs62xqhqF71yRv9OVG9il3f9y8brhSrIiztxG-yvKshk3RmQ-BvQVhwAumoiZlKU7VCOxdUe8UipcL2CPYZ_hvVJ_16JExomB8oRjuA-t1p3gvR4Yvq9e9Pb0JPTmN2mwejljyIZ7FaMNN_IyPE5-F9BtvF-ai09Bhi-4jVUhfmOGJFlug4KLRz7WIEBCq1U8M10xNU0WZbWJ0suzpcV6eVyvvyZpwSnxrSgCbdeAZVaQwnL9qRwGTCe9M7klUNFsM-6VqMrxt8UXY0u2lYerIAE_lE50LQbFvsefg5HTXM3Vz-_tNJO06R0o4pwdLpkmZrCmUvvWT47MIwI3IQgMOl5qTCEgvc_1KCmEmN98vENakiC09cFHE4yiPUytcgE67mBwWB80CLY42R05yMLWGYn57ANXleYjZX9D4RyySvcpOnMosZmEv9prbv1EcPOByYdrlQALgP4_OuaBfwFUyVswsb8/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h2/16FbjgkolReEurRBz_P14jNv9RUxTU2mcNnOtv28C3I
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Pediatrics, The Western PA Regional Chief Medical Officers Consortium and more.

Both AFTPA and PSEA signaled their support for a mask mandate—over three weeks ago.
Click to learn more.

What’s Taking So Long? Status of Vaccination Approval for Under 12’s.

Vaccine authorization by the FDA is a rigorous process requiring widespread testing and time for
data analysis; a process the organization is (rightfully) unwilling to short-shrift on account of
public or political outcry.

Click here to read an article from The Hill that outlines the steps yet necessary to authorize

vaccines as safe for children aged 5-12.

Understanding Vaccines, Waning Immunity and Why Boosters Are Likely
Less Important Right Now.

If you'd like to take a deep, informative dive behind the scenes of the vaccine recommendations
being made and mandates being considered in response to the Delta surge of the pandemic,
look no further than this in-depth article from The Atlantic.

In it you'll learn why and how vaccines work, why and how immunity sometimes wanes and why
it is so important for proven-effective vaccines to be widely adopted by a large population facing
a viral outbreak such as Covid-19.

Information Links That Bear Repeating:

Below please find additional links providing helpful information you can bookmark and count on
as the COVID-19 situation changes and evolves.

AFT/AFTPA Coronavirus Resources & Updates for Members
Find a Vaccine Provider Near You
AFT/PFT Employee Assistance Program (EAP)
-- A Negotiated, Free Benefit to Members
Click for EAP Information Flyer (includes login info)
Click for Life Skills Solutions Website (login upper right)
AFT Share My Lesson Stress Management Resources (searchable)
Download the PA COVID-Alert Tracking App
National Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Coronavirus Resources
CDC Data Tracking Page
CDC Vaccine Information Landing Page
PPS Coronavirus Resources and Links
PA Department of Health Coronavirus Resources
PA-Specific Resources from Senator Casey
Student Debt Relief Resources
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Rumor Control

Coronavirus Testing Locations (view interactive map mid page)
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https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDIIcoRYwQKbF0ppJ8-480FyzBo6IqdemdltccCQLckwOwBOxN3rgVtv8PQyRlEaA_mz59Nv_w1790yz44BeAJpBM_yls9U089utps1Zd9zHOwT7Ni4uc45DROkp9H4bDLMZqN9S9ZU4yq_i_X_rDVAMvbyAKJA3qVf5kzVj_ctuyuQUqGZvC98aHr3L2v5mAjFa_pATMElDDoTgGxupo80ELYpeM2P2IUBgCZppS5IaZJ1mu1BBULmuDtMqNWfl_n0_DrwUiucy1cwQWh0nVfZcBtTyHSnfBJ4KC-bIMQ57PVr5jnDYQZ4TdfwhciIHGIcdSxwnb3LyxVkJriAHrIHjrP_0IPgwR9Y5hyR46wLwBFCGmgahb8VUr6HTdMpSW8mfuIEbvELQ35lgbt75FqA4z-vPHerfY0OUbUkIUv4D2ATLp_bmmpwjtyYAH6l-MUWbDRYbR6DMiWniR976AR-iHGsHI2wOofJ-YwpqN_DjmEyjcsltTB_Z3sDmlsJFHFjTgGRMUKaZ-aYrlVrIUD70/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h4/zcOoB3s6E60BA5UIljPRKwGot2ronUrf8E0PkBMvdJo
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/dSCQfi9FLISmU3ZE3bfPhs3UX1R5PjVx7g94_rPBVB8ztczMlsJ8rDS_yIE769bAVvz-Jdxlj1uonZ6P7ZL42PDJ0_tEE-ht4PQHGLmVODWtyx5v6pTI5P4qicpiZ_0KCB9WpPd3SOJ8i6vaG2FXlGUKwuhUm-D4y-ZW3WyZfsvCOydQbcZypbThdX2LMdQPv_xq9ZCR7Adxt-GukruFL1kYtq-WbF1itB-DDKGH01s5N054CR30rJQ79ZaQMiWTIu8iCq5wa0H8wiHX1Qi0F8_MCAeqECz-BlS-SFlxPQwD5TF0Yb2Am9U_7mCZVIDOeSG_xyr9akgK9V3WZoMhN4m2F0p1AnssmCfXsJvuLnT5CkcvQV2y_VXzYVtmU_7ZAYPE5wOSopYEJq1p-zkFb54QSEVSfu9dEse3BPSWRabazSRKqqOy3BQCXxU4q5b-BJGlQ_eOjimR2ADCSCjZF7nGc9-NRYWweyQL7stjpqGbu03GXTqRdCm9UQd-SfiWPqBrLHDEXISWNbTjAA9328SOis2xECuxv0SmPyPz8YY/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h6/AuQdkdd-4r0YZM8pAPcamPGqow-L3yTCoxvnzyejYpQ
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDDV77M3BaOPJKqACeTPMntSgQ-1MrQf3b1LIZqXp3WLhWg3r-HFisJ2hmIPwt7ZTD6r89Xnvzt3WICthj6Pqa9URLHTZQenON70FI2cBxKyaZcm3WnDhnhkL2eK-Z1JqsC4iW4vvZGvt7IPPVojM-uGb85LsUKQVnQFSQN5FKWlVM3eyI5wcV3iX-WqCkFx0rSQtO_VoqeZsFc27TvF1SfjUxQwU009h1w6PQMUH6GfuJhOPMGqouqg2twphCud7atjvQuf5Qz6BvaIHXE__t1N2dFoXO6usHscKxcNaAAVliRN9v-4oPMlivyoFTNUd7lNwWFuKcZr6xbj0g344t7Pb7RyslhPiuOhPOPL2uqLgPfcCzOp4A5Jdf5yQipTw7mJUuUpSBYvyE3AfKHGKW1XIkuGIG2RrOSZ3hNYmg0jGCZu4xgDG2qTI7f1Y-RytFI3zT3WqsBFIBjGkH0Zx2Oxnb4Ygcd-5MdnsSgngl3u5JCg7XutpQv5wII-7hSfsIg/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h7/B0e-HOYZIJVeTRFiORDmQZBtGr9q9olIqurZ0aSe_Ww
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDL58CbqWAUgdZoQAPbKiWFvSKZMFBC0YJQHzSol75p2iqpA-7sU0OH1J0HqjBhP7fqsLxqoIxmfe4DwOsF-30FthiTsjJzwu8u63l3PalL_kO_bJBMClp8MMUziMe-fYA88XFQuFyDbXQnzMGh4IBDQDA9tFNs2i4WvGV-IZMPCc0C48OuAat_yqvlKKgFpfS-4kh_6pgTpytEM82w_OtYl7kIxBGql8TF_zZ0NEjfc3A4A4UBhUvWF_xBl0yPB10SHpFd15Mrlc8gtV9eqjQ4zFX8W8delPPt4hMU3NEnXXsI-MREBlGgjP7lFLgdEihz2fuKRBw-L-vBuE94KxjVRsKI8OEYrAbZWwsvcASzzwzGjcGn3u7EV1ARrtSxvo968bGqGlyO12gIMDHA5g2wfVfXv1DtywvClnAC-q2ArC/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h9/YGJcWDtE1h3yXHpCXCqgejhzsphMSnBguKUgZDH5yGE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDDe9j-tpeC8X_N9vBSHcEKc47djPR_kReIEDWAnScd8CHCjMyLcpd8niXwMAa2o0WwSzreNDjlH3Btg_crGAqzQ4Uz0rq1wUwm4ou_o6zxLzARQxeu3P-PT_mHe_T1BmmOJGj05jwYxUkoX-rmpLV-SNewfas5ulQTKzOasjqWytLec0slOqRvc0WmJ3YjM2F7Lu_7g3CGAXGESuttvbJTS5uoJ_uwQXo7-fuXNdUJLBA5liPUoZ97h9v-EzHxLZGLSAzYwz2twQU32ym7hkNRWI3DuYq4aOFu4ZTWbcD9YJ54pfNii6cmvkWCh04HEp4Q14ifm16Ag5XVbvN_3_4vMJ_PhQNe-1wKLOGyeIIsHgwx4BNqHjqTFoq9AnQwz2YNoEAQL-EBsIU326R6TOIsKGDuha87VmEp_C2xSDt3fl/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h10/y7nhmxk-JzDRrtRM8YN3wL-9Jhw2AaNXggHzwpISLcE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/1XQbiUZqIgkFRQxQopJGKeFeBtypI580UrCdeRDV2CcTXUrGwqNIoDh8ha8GSWZTJ1Jj4ZqrCZVg-RzT8R3CNPtIclG01zudqSF84cPj4NhHJLhe_mmikhzv8CjTtakdeTZV5xWuZdlqiIeLPjbR4u5ZOT6ouPAkM1U4au97fHElPwo_c2OLoABFM4Noq47uFFeuSQ3FU1a8SJevD2qhvpsFPM8lw7421ffEwZcAXC1qWn9XzIEmtEdSPvmt6rt-CIkmzi44UZhGo-W9xVhJKD27NeBbkorfeQbqWHw81TQ6k3T_neXPuTAVduSjDUh-KHhrHapq8O1HhQh5GzgmgfddZ2KNc405aNl41lbalaerYN2Hj-mGD-7w6WD9b7CD0X4mORHPbxk-v6yf-vnUDpm5uKR8MBq2KSoTzGdl3Zt4Jmg3ZyV8RXktnpHOpZR5YClo-38WTqSZ2FavGJS-cQ/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h11/Oi6zK9klzxbl6SO14q8hrmuWH-JgOs397xOdePJc2Q0
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/1XQbiUZqIgkFRQxQopJGKfV95rUNFC2Ch1p8UrUNMo0WIWU_bespp-If33aC_qWeGhuEgtfNKFl7eVc8bFZgZRc7zhbFHaHGklNKv2I8piw7-yLSktSjmFnuGQ18ZQ6f2_Uc8T8wqUN8Snx7yNGTqa6uphVVBjym_hnAfI6o3tUqKPk6dwtUnImOdAzhOU-TAE7mQbR_1Bo2pBgMyyUSS693qerSjgF8yZmma0G7mdqVJtSLf-Hft8qiPitnJAkZWFpcMEPECtbEFVE4cXx3IQTpPwK4CFUQxDpXOyvT6FgpUeOBF75D3WrPDcfPfvAGTuwGzVNVmPu_bJP_KqobU5EyP2fGIzY0Hno-PZF7thX6yoTOsQF6JaH_OXraSRqEGjd9svvs53D8eeGG1dKjMLq7zOuOM1UzwKtW8Cv1t9KWO8sBZcSB6YH_b2FQGYvnmZvX218oqdBVAi6VrK-eqXkW0r7NoY_NGjbEAF7VOL_xqDD-UZlYgRPciAzMKQu-/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h12/LUZ9uYxC-K5cIoSTQWrf9SCf7AUJsrdgdAY18hO4uAE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/NRa3-HnpSTTsIwPpPOANva6lP6vO_2T93f9vextrrE7b0BX-8UVPlni5lhwgF5pSuJveshsA5E3croV4RhcpuGsQzjkOXlGulGk3kUe_f00zZQZ2xIzvUFeuifeNLHtEtZHfzofN43LmwDuLgA9FA6aslQXfgLDKFNvk9M4M_Yse_f0GIDPJqZkTEmTt6EaVAoiiampeT8BPxhYENrH_KNslI61xTX6ROdf9JCzZua4sL0GCH_IefagoZi3e1uoC33yw26Z9OK6MLHUQCic59T9r5oy7aBy_CPnonsFq8AZF5BavBoOqxyoggBybFAYgCzWA1JrHrsHAAbtkshi0NQnfGVuq1iwhICCOYsUb3KzWQj2TPMC59NoTZqVKWQVCKhFwhOg12FQcDrZfCf1NIw-IKV_F9yGCzqTLFOsfDZxhAxvG2EFzzfKomeXbN-KjUxiSC0uo0PyZ1sn5mKfLrQ/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h13/bs3Vwe9QpLi5PolSIBjil0y0zOJVt564CfhGjIJ30tU
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wehEm_vu1NBVXOKYSqOxTCBHPo9a4bbo0FvwwwCjd58mmNpY_6LJezTMEi2-vZrKspqshB5RjMYeshXl9pMm08AT0XmLf761isxPkjeQnUrIdDKeU1qwijC1F_2XLYM-vviG3np2wLadg2WDVu1aXjZInkcM0a5NzPLEKmJkbbBiOLrREm5V5HgoKkeDYcN0-rlLHt6W_8rXvhX_72SBwX0z5NfTPVZ1Pdfbwnt5VZ4R0ho5iLVtnJ2Zl61rCP_MrOz2dFn7fGdTU-lU-CtNMUvV6hObsnHFFH8mNcuMDNNJEA22jMaXmt604TMvZu_nj7oBA8ynje3CAS2s3BsNikcJCZbSWWaZaW1OQt3HMeQt6rklXqMKf5p4lic0hj7ghMp3UPKLw8tWCLeP14vKQd3ljUOd1lHzf_B0zH2C68jeyfxXfZ8XpEVBO7pnDg2mJgGGuGqIAiow0GhPpLYopvV7oH5noC9Umtjyw3MMLZ0/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h15/mfwI94c3gw_6RZSqmprM11VV93GAXLDGB3bZ3q3S-hk
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDCRgDqgI1sfrdc6XJj1F5KeLs3N4z5J0zkgN1byRraVPSRtAep1gPHy8nut8cennQuB6t_u5sN3v0FN0wtj8B1OQ8iarf5hG9nuOMtUsUbeNUQLUGFA5nEzaLxgQdgu0vnY-TN7KJgQ4KhT2BuioHUSJDIeZK1FjdLJYaKVHMsRWLRYMIigvJXwwoH16vsr6X_ZdxrfuhCu945frbMMwJGWzpm9DlnvwyuJ_H4AzvdZcDUCq69mKsrSieZPrbQWkM3_YAiJlm9AWEsh1mALMQYNSEANqcnl6gXvD4CW491x1FX77cbOAbHi0VFfezOAvRRd2Rjy1VQRaQZ-kMgcNUca-PCLalGsj3NUhdPlAQY-COmnz-oMp1Wmi15aEwDg0N9psewF0my4laU62WqRws0q8dctle-l88Xa1zKDTaGu9Ubu0b3Y1v5khf6JyFMStxA/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h16/TcmOs5SpxRbSFZVkXYZa4UFOqdLLoomSfJbfxkbwhaE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDC1zXjOgMKTq1qg9b7LMk8PiY9Dh3Id1nPeCyb2kt6xlyvzd3KWsxutOSYFd8EZVih9GLj5ScmHFHDUZdQrjcQxhoMV5vywu5DHWbZTkGCz8geJNNSIOAKnrS6l0W1lHSIiG9YuXpcC44DwUzVfzB6dlosE6yIpS0jufN1KbCrX_irQWMgr944ObQCVBFRZQJ3d6nCRI2-vFXl-CQo-4t4AA_tvouJo3RyyWxiY57OCAR3deK36WsUZHDT3iuL70q8RQoOUkoqAWmJG0-z0bjIo-rFGP7GmbUfh84ii_cr3obAdNfkg6TopIpc1PkY3Y7wbe13ss1er-0JJbygUneWJ-wIqJ8pRGMbYSJoO-kISbXnF56laeAj7h357ZCbDMdR5CsIMebfWk5jMpii6Mk0BfSqZ3tUlnXbz2Y1qBXaG1tt2dsePPIu1KZ9zz5G_Pp6Nv_xvj8hRF4_4_xnACU4TH_sM2Nq8CTgCPunl1_EesnkeVk9o65g0B902-CJe9C0jK8xyW5Z2kaHABhxxW1lI/3f5/G6Z9Dap4QBmJN9It3FNqEw/h17/Jy-86Ck_8X20ExWl9NWrYapnKEKSNnT0cvoDa-cQwo8
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Coronavirus Self-Checker
A guide to help you make decisions and seek appropriate medical care

** PFT Coronavirus Updates Released Periodically As Needed **
Missed an update or message? View our archive of COVID-19 Updates here.

Please keep in touch—keep sharing your ideas, your questions and your concerns.

In solidarity—
Nina Esposito-Visgitis
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