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PFT COVID Update 12-16-20: Holiday Realities - Statistics - Educator Vaccines - Info
links

COVID-19 At Year’s End: Grim Statistical Realities

As expected, the Thanksgiving holiday did create a holiday surge in both national cases of
coronavirus as well as a trend upward in Covid-related fatalities. And with Christmas just around
the corner, national and state health officials are concerned that more of the same could be in
the offing if more Americans don’t heed urgent warnings against holiday travel and large
gatherings.

Here are two articles from the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review outlining two perspectives saying
exactly the same thing:

Stay home for the holidays: Wolf/PA Health Officials 
Stay home for the holidays: Centers for Disease Control

As a case in point, when it comes to the volume of travel being predicted over the Christmas
holiday, there’s definitely good news and bad news from AAA Travel.

While a significantly fewer number of Americans are predicted to travel by plane or automobile
this holiday season as compared to 2019, the 30% reduction in travelers will still result in
approximately as many people traveling for Christmas as did over Thanksgiving.

That’s a recipe our nation hasn’t stomached well. Please heed the common sense warnings
in this USA Today article and carefully consider the size and the location of your holiday
gatherings this year.

How Americans Are Taking It Personally

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/dSCQfi9FLISmU3ZE3bfPhnpZf1VaVUTyzpS-zJRvP1kPV7n4admBt_8PaEGA7yzzq2Srzczyy3lzh9k75fj8OCzInpHXJ75G9BxnsJcqqK8Q6QmLzifEsd8RzVFg2w-euoqv9zl8Evfh529Dgrp6hjEBjzUkdSwgcgSGVjGbRhAaDtkmrd3VwORcg990YGHMQpX0z_V1ZzzuJR2fAhoQ8e_p33reFOqQozWidBefs4aiSXbpp7dEBCDT_PucIYjTNRl5XjaNXCFnH_5B3dDFbFwkAdyZH7tSkR8wB3IukkP22jjFqOZGFhEtuI1iQJ6EzQ7K8i3hw8ee7_GlNumshzV6JYCXz7fvNmPL8mVRxnDawmsO4xJbwrW897e_-wNO5v53z9_d0ZT8JedLCRUKkcJcJL28X69RjXxlivuE_VMTCODgnPh9aZ2-st8nXu2l7GeWKlpjU1SmjEbhFUnTruOKWm414RQkDDweQUMF_hCpUVofwdry9euckRSqVoFvP5Y6ukR-VhOU9N_kJo3KKwJ4BPaTaPzaAWyFdS90CzU/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h0/E011VvSlwsAiiGJXi4OhPWHaS1slR5hD8_vJiQP3btE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/dSCQfi9FLISmU3ZE3bfPhnpZf1VaVUTyzpS-zJRvP1n5KNrJHsoaH2cmNGaukEQDJOsXen8bN8_bnGxgIu9oht93CVr5A89NuR774bZp-W4dL8DhSHKkAzUlrEzFi_UDrzsB_6OY-4BxKoEr9YPq-5Qdm_kMfnfsCdgZVdGKJuUvVJFDHTSHPw8G9a_vZ0XqGcUb6YEtH2aMwGvbraJTT6pCE1JcUtg9odm8FVrobdWDSdu4AqhvngItFX3JqVaYEnkULMyruZFA-HvFPOhFeX68oUtgIvy7_RYZMWhp4HoPkvFIla2cMs1NsATUoRMhOtNXw1O5oQvQWiPT8tnSnJiFWbUFMW-7cHoitmAGOHDAZ4u2l0vA6r1oRlsBIyngjYuOu1QXZ5uzadyhbsSoW5v5V206OD9l1FJHpJEenDKqKo-HkIUH6s5-36asVZM8MTme7yNBjEZpCPuB4nAw-Q/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h1/QzmkXk3q9DpmTdGROhvW90QsVZ24lPcGv3qHr56SYBE
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDFPZEzZ6wEhLpaimocMRJcQVyrBP3WpfJzjyXhq-OYAosnn2ZWCZQK7fp7F4H4qM44_VHCCAwIx-eE2FRADJFRoBwbyQVOngqFg5qG5vikbYBDrbZzK8gfknwRrEVgJ2cW6pyHnuKEvlSZoSOnwP0efO3f6UT3NdtUJTFtH4T_lS96n0XdXIWNrde5BMituW8XjpoB7xSw5fSxE8YVKubpjG0ZwhLj6JYI_I1xW8mKUWRq3bZD3cuskk0bGqeBojCtwFkbFPAOFEqEA49B9JWYIo4KC072VuYlM4BYAVbfXnd7Ik49RxVB-74oV4tDQtkUW9B8asJaJugUgFTlXknmW_Kh3-KvzpdjTJpso9aCJodNUuT2ps9fBU8oT8GlfKGYvL2NB0sNhsPAfLCUbk2WNhvipYp_6qyJIcMnOifaNNHPt7g_GXQYQOs_l1LTBKOea9Lyn2fjzmK6WWXy38o6rUD2Umer2Ps0_wxTrYS7SykXgQfm9oaJY_e2SLKVQvm9wWTBcBGY14sgrN_HcHvRc/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h2/jKMUfh8dHb74R91owrbvPYwfYIYCxFaFZzCdShAcj9Q
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As the U.S. passes the horrific milestone of 300,000 Covid-related deaths, a nation desperate for 
the eventual turn of the corner offered by vaccines is having trouble finding its mitigation footing.

In this New York Times article, individual stories of second-guessed grief present the sobering
reality that we could all have done more to minimize the spread and devastation of the
coronavirus.

On Monday, deaths from the coronavirus surpassed 300,000 in the United States, a
toll comparable to losing the entire population of Pittsburgh or St. Louis.
Reports of new deaths have more than doubled in the last month to an average of
nearly 2,400 each day, more than any other point in the pandemic. 

Clearly we’re drawing a dark conclusion. If you prefer the statistics standing on their own merit
without editorial, then please click here to review the CDC’s national coronavirus tracking
page.

This interactive page presents nationwide, statewide and granular data that is equally
devastating—presented in a language we are all familiar with: Math.

For Educators and Vaccines, the Question is When

As the national COVID-19 vaccination program gets
under way this week, there’s an abundance of
information about the who, what, where, when and
how’s about vaccine manufacturing, process, delivery
and availability that is already becoming pretty hard to
sift through—especially if you’re an educator.

This article from ABC News helps to separate the
wheat from the chaff, and includes a strong
statement from AFT President Randi Weingarten
(middle of article) about how educators by necessity
must be prioritized after the first wave of healthcare
workers and nursing homes have begun their
vaccinations 

But the wait may be longer than we all hope. Today’s New York Tines Schools Briefing
Newsletter takes a deeper look at the sheer number of essential workers “in line” for vaccines
as they become available--an estimated 87 million Americans working in essential sectors
like food and agriculture, manufacturing and law enforcement, inclusive of roughly 3 million front-
line workers in education.

For everything you wanted to know about the vaccines and what order they might be distributed,
click here to read the Times’ vaccine article.

Information Links That Bear Repeating:

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGlyFEPfIQqTPhAJ7ICxnKHMXU-Gw3egt4-Ns7zVUfwH7QqBa6_Qz-nRQjfN2dBLj0d4Hu9cXNQSR65CrEtA3qEN043XmFsKwESHupZ5-R-gO9MEWoH61H1QpApQwnjWVGMmS7KH3TTqqDgW1CisiM9-URlTcavxO5sA3G1oVb0KGLKP4yJlwnrZE1o2_qpjqCoUDWlCR5rjaGEOyb4KpsfV3ts8DJmBwJ5UGx3hdqWUE4dWikRYysTFIEsNfVr5Yir9_ZxjNvhLqx5Hpz_qi66JTZUxOz8oSUvTskd4AaULtjLdtk-EB6lw-CCBkEqBNHTxIBv55ewT-kc4kr1VDJ0aOrJ92KTdfLJioWs2Co-P5kHlOwtGokdO1sRgTIUJx385kqnzyPUzNH3mGH5hQBfgnBQEnemYHi5boZdAhqWMBZrhOiUnMNwBZBJCV-WM7Xe-sImA3eNvSNhsBj41tWyW_lqrRk2ISRZRz4pZUwsGFXTsxlziQCrRn4Ok21n_uQ/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h3/JuuIeWYxJwHuift2StnFgstLcvG3dZwCuFatl2MEAMI
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/Mqag7sW8TIW-nixyBdulQr28OwYPTUcGtthDiNRXy0ovnAHLKbRqU-6X6DIiD1a6COuvCTiPrMYBxzAOYsh68QPqr84HQ_J3PZosYlP3Z4vijBlaOA6eWwzMAl8MSbks_rJ2yz5tXx6wR_gukPbDJ8rX8WUy53bCSFHKkq1jBmSEAbFI7tZhKpdMcaWzInKy6qPIF_7TcDzG4hLKQGGGa10T08hSSQ8IqFEnqDBgCHzqeCYPz90REXZNn9K4e_bNmZeqeoF8qq0aYYvnrxXSvpdIi6huriFxmU9ETn5jn620BFnxLOPGRtM4NPUVHo4xLbzKoQhsJYoVgAkpgbxliSJUdyBxiIYuTmGlnkmPXvBkymUxHXKAee9YOYy-UIEtgPvv8DFil84N4Z4yN3dA0QyPrek8L6NeAZcMNejczt5Ym4H-ZAbPTbPGIICgXqKtZmlEvRkg0P0GW908Bu7L4wvsMAz0kvdkR1UklC_ExAc/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h4/YmB-Ex7ms1Or_5IdNCorxa2C00jGt6IjjKsyE9cnI2c
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXWYQcq8AIQzOz9sfxn5c-iglj6ApkX0wQR6l1Nx7hAjueexJygewIO7ZMXZwYnCqxJR_F7oBd_TIbx12_ySlj0K5oE_keCn_w4pV3dd4FvQqZdwuuUmIFu0xnrSP3wku3ZUGmkJLvw_D_41sElfeY3q8AmLo3NAauli6yS2eW6lwnACHGAIDhd7d4r4m2bOkSuFevGjFz5NEA6PylTZM2wZLWtqyZq5r_maFzlwXzmPQqxE_26qZStYJInA2DaBP2vHS7MDb-tzGItCuQxziE-DMe3mEW7fvnRh2GIKPwsOMHs30N0hdTkq3i3K1-xaR6z8NlBcs4_-Hxd2oBMFWRsDESE6STOm8Umf4BUhIFeYS4o6iTgLGypZTyZm4iEr0p9zKSFZK2jhhDZ_iF_kVctH6T7THyGF06rTetkcentY0KfVTMMK4f274RkYvCY66mAPCsciaXCESzkdErmUcA5kAS9iZgErdQTwU2I4dZ3hDytnHx50r76bpxR8LOlrYjw/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h5/Dmh4gJ_7Rf6KideDgtUBr4MjNuhvKHX83bOUxGuX_kM
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/tTBUZwcBH_2q13Ow12s-jUjQzAnPo2ny3qH0VCg4ijaifd0VjfwFjT8Z25Cc47EkaM85YrEzmREOk9Ltt_vY_gdjgmn89hZ-1F_bN9ikff56wRCPO22j9aZNLFU-9cySNiWlRj8rYNqde1GIAvFO81DfDTO_doMqMrx8KhpwUqsL-RA2IQKf9fSm-PoPsVTvOc1sOq_oo7pma9O_0xu_llTuUlKwu9GdmZcaXCVYwgVmAv67BXQbQXom9HcX6i7M1oIME7ecr7EEk68aRMraPQMOEHQjVfWOYQQtvhJ0zjLpsq_3KOG_EN-MvQQI7mbuhixMjSfVPzQ8Eqtu7NtVyvFfDh2q4jcPxgPBG--yWf2SFMmcG7LP29qGmF1iCPsZ9XYvsFFzvbaRZkRxVY06LeWL6jt1HbC1TlE3xyoVd1kIqHKkml4yJA4OEvFqQIzGIYy9Uo3pBk4NjkILlJtrikqN9Q-_IYY9vGIsfJKbYMkm0cA_8WhG7kBRSNE8d-d5lr34ric1wAjNUBEH68g6eYIgJVXte-S9O7vWJ2L0Hl4mUfKWTboXUIVXzbOqN5IR5GG0xj0xtHht9RT_gf8AYdW1XUtbhZ2Mgg6CeJLv0HVnLFWrdYpOGkSOKIwFnVA2iXGthelcsH_15fyXPVrsrtRclN9z7YCu8wqMg2C8BKLNSrZw3ptO_f_D4o658dTSp1qOcN-euc3EsXVSourjKboiieDFn2aGVoXAkIKMKrYJhasV1LTQMQjpfi6HzQDFadxBv5YJWJ5MECtlORo3BQ/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h6/cCmmCnM-x9F2FAaJz0apN65rLCu2R1yw-Z7w-r6HFp0
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGlyFEPfIQqTPhAJ7ICxnKEFV_6KjatkvGZOBtCpUgW7nukWGbbhRDkFliX7N3aBCfu4-K9yg6gJX7j0yh4oZj6T0tsWEhhBEdSJVsutKXcM9XeqCtDdx_2lOQ7Bx_h8jjjpeOsrMJcMluPSBfhchcfrod2WBXIJzfTzWKvrHxPMGxsnBzCLttIAyF7Cv0EYxVaEIhuru8jbIQ0vNO-rmVe2CyUUJ9Iq6yjHbHiSIcx5gljlTOPmETK_XyG5x_lLaBeLZEYvIUvnq5e6-FqYdaAYm8bE1bnRMLbGDCT0dDtZFEQThphqgks7WhHWM6X00wLc45v1jWOavuCjXJFci5ITqSXWGV0ttX6lbfiL_ec9WQCXhNSTJpy8fpXaUsluzXtUVHsknuvrsOATNwnscnZX2SusKKgRiVwPNZ5u5GVxL-_RREOQyd6ukpGG3IHX6bI7RqfbEnXQcVeYPuKfF41-OwnN9x72zT7V8uTQuCFJbpnui4Nte_G1_gDEZgzIwvllHxBVa0IV-73ObdkbGj1nPEtFmJj8VGvhD8-Sk0XE/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h7/ocIfWn7iEZQ8Jtsb3QEeI-lUwK0h4z5wWrllnpZIsgQ


12/17/2020

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkADhjZWExMTRjLTE3ODEtNDk1MS04MjlkLWM5ZmZhMzg2NjExYQAQACYVHOZFLepAtiPh0YgLeos%3D 3/3

Below please find additional links providing helpful information you can bookmark and count on 
as the COVID-19 situation changes and evolves.

AFT/AFTPA Coronavirus Resources & Updates for Members 
AFT/PFT Employee Assistance Program (EAP)  
--  A Negotiated, Free Benefit to Members 
  Click for EAP Information Flyer 
  Click for Life Skills Solutions Website (login upper right) 
AFT Share My Lesson Stress Management Resources (searchable) 
Download the PA COVID-Alert Tracking App 
National Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Coronavirus Resources 
PPS Coronavirus Resources and Links  
PA Department of Health Coronavirus Resources 
PA-Specific Resources from Senator Casey 
Student Debt Relief Resources 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Rumor Control 
Coronavirus Testing Locations (view interactive map mid page)

** PFT Coronavirus Updates Released Periodically As Needed ** 
Missed an update or message? View our archive of COVID-19 Updates here.

Please keep in touch—keep sharing your ideas, your questions and your concerns. 

In solidarity— 
Nina Esposito-Visgitis 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDL58CbqWAUgdZoQAPbKiWFsV8Wz5_OlBMcZHjJH7h1QM3pjmnSQUs8ZA4gsMjrNSNmhnQeUjKZQMq6diRQiwDdRVgogSEZRLELOKNHlCSURlutxm_0zOy8cc8kMyoi9ilZ2prdn3pI8bAflmM3YedGOdcSMYdqyd6rBSouMMhGByP1DfIS0GLLx3s2kDuRLC8JiaUcDnNIRFhsPrKhbtCXPqUVQ5zt-NC0pbwDzqGtlUcII5NGc8liFYP-BVxxz6POnqwurnPqc0bx9Uzxq3o6Z1qnW2YHZtNcxThVNcvkhJB-PRXinSjsZfbF7dZlHB4_30jtjvZuXjfcdvtYN9toMrKS0vb-PN3MTDeMk5ifE4qAWG6VyR92HpUjCpTkLj-X6N7kHBinHzjE5u3It77ZU/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h8/WhyDAsbuNAJm7eoag9eH9ilTpjzk1smNGIBVslOqQcM
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/1XQbiUZqIgkFRQxQopJGKeFeBtypI580UrCdeRDV2CcTXUrGwqNIoDh8ha8GSWZTla8AVucyLeVwMw-4qI2uY_kFy1HFI3YFxHHdDhThbCB-bbGG1E6THYwd_YzQZVwgscuPRgAvsepVNNbRgHtWup-8Ryi7DK9qANwzojSQ7q8EM6NFg60voLlCCYfu353nX_yvU4SVc7Gs13Ij4QFJIDVKa1HpIhHIr9FJvfVhyaL3RAl2oOBS3EXk6orH9j5qjVYLleEkLmi-woPL7fAUHEogR4j_W7VWXi8OBLBMkRQHHi4NbNTRlQvrs1UUlMAXQRCTaG0rtIrGUFCdYYJEvcjiseB_o9Rztc9_EjdZHdieE_zwtUox1qB9fO1wYoC0d0cZqTuDPDzvWae4_M523vq2fuaNJtti1lfPG_YCWmJnTkN4kf0-dH04vHdb2a22/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h9/ReL1eCV1LYT458XpKsshZdvulWWcnPPAqC3xiCseXK8
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/1XQbiUZqIgkFRQxQopJGKfV95rUNFC2Ch1p8UrUNMo0o21CabPMckAYxDSZQdg9cDwW1myBofZ7HCnLU_C2BulqQRHhwjWHWHKMoaDLlpSoVO2y0Wr1HG4dAKfebXhvhzxvjz0bRqRN_JYVaAPTN70Kz0HxegOanwqYqgvnZA3WA42yQCtEVwcYVoVZwcCVbp2rHrHDgFEQY8bEa1rgOITtnizFXM3i4xMz2RSoa6JlxcumYZqEnFHz7IzGFv6RvT1neTL29GBxYWe0GLPXUmP6qhsVbMBVE8-TLVJ_BELBKR_w4xDEv_2iYtqrteJ_h38FtURmSeoizAu85qIAHhQtzf0PKjkP-2F3MCEZYh3eSzkpvFHEbZy1LJVgnjhUIFpLqv8unsbuq9EZZcg543wm7sXfuEATgr-0ib_hG-Hhm_FmPJC4fJvk5lL29DyKsUkqVTZ7l-tw1o6EZsIrZG9MpCCQ5Kt3dhSxgQ3hFva9c5Gov78N2EobcNR2BLMVL/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h10/cdxjoMYjsZ_I7Q5eriQnkICOFhdbsQLe8aUWldVMGdc
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/NRa3-HnpSTTsIwPpPOANva6lP6vO_2T93f9vextrrE7b0BX-8UVPlni5lhwgF5pSf_CRWUf3IZbX5XoBnTu82j8gyyFgEUPdwIBLOCH2UQMrfy0-ydcBIMg0SRBtBTGeVYRDzETfrU6kV2SiSwhtTEFOCUKvw9UFDHDakjkxiBiKx_-9Jhota8nyrANjV1-ZX1lFSKsMTNpN81kgus5pYF8d3Xg43eMZWtTNSeTV5Orp1lDtvNb59dqAseIaykk0JBWyiu0elN5qTtRZIurX-MIO-OLoLHdF453n-Swmy_nWoZZhTm0f3Owu4lXjxEUYQdGC4iQBXRbqA4wzM2TsDvgxsvk_sKnKmEs4TUeLhHr5AIpKvL6O10zE3XLWb7Y1POmL59OS0y4VIXT50N7YttcwvlpGb5Q_n9sSkJO3CRhsfSM_yk7yYOzh1FXgUWj8/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h11/7hRmX4_QQ00IpZg5AJrNmkejyY2lG0OhAU7gh9avPIY
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/wehEm_vu1NBVXOKYSqOxTCBHPo9a4bbo0FvwwwCjd58mmNpY_6LJezTMEi2-vZrKspqshB5RjMYeshXl9pMm08AT0XmLf761isxPkjeQnUouFPIy7-kocnXcMwlTKimlwb28uPB0f7hVfNeYvwp8ecUwR3kSLkv1cZp7ayo0W_JmBYxKaBSROjrFrj83o5HfRMm4U-y362gOcweAgUDndnG3UnpM1z11EAVRi8H-S69nQcRbqxfCF-yhPE7taHoLhlqfbfs88fpiqska6k9nVkRNb0O_dMzNJ2t54bQgso6EjvGapwMTItZ8b9Kdkj6HNCAf-Am4IhCT96haB8WHVL3QqQOmqXa3EwiLDenxhfIZCEB-t50ve5pIS_d46OnnaGx9F26rg6m1xWEjz47NaWy4sV7ewtxCA9Z8shTXb8_4A2cxUasfyHPsOQQvTpNR3_xOc1iWnN2eWq6W_PXEhw/37r/Mmg8tSWmSSWbF3A1IIv5EA/h13/5Z1Bm3_H-lgfCKQYDBoBDBUgYpEb6ZxsTpvsIHjaW8Y
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